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MAIN LESSON:

God’s Plan for you – Jeremiah 29:11

Opening Activity:  Luminous cardboard arrow shapes.   

Getting started: GPS (God’s Plans Shown) - this can be made out of cardboard to replicate a 

car’s GPS.

Offering: Plastic “bow and arrow” (make sure the arrow is safe and does not have a 

sharp point, perhaps a suction arrow.)

Word Whiz: Cardboard arrows with parts of the Word Whiz printed on them, the GPS 

used in the “Getting started”,. 

Main Lesson: Five cardboard circles, ranging from large to small, each being a different 

colour – Blue, green, yellow, red and black for the bulls eye, Bible Book 

Shelf, prestik.

Life Application: A few A4 sheets of paper.

Salvation: Road sign of the day, placed above the Bible Book Shelf.

Tip Top Quiz:  PowerPoint, or questions on A3 cardboard.

Items needed for a successful service

God’s Word shouts His Fame!
This is a brand new year and we want the children to know 

where they are going in their lives. There is nothing more 

valuable than knowing where you will spend eternity. The 

children should realise that when God directs their lives, 

they have a future.

How about you?
There is often more than one way to do something. Having 

Jesus as your compass will always give you the confidence 

that you are going in the right direction. Is your compass 

pointed in the right direction? What direction is your life 

going in?

KEY POINT:

What direction is your life going 
in? 

WORD WHIZ:

Deuteronomy 30:19

I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses.  

Now choose life, so that you and 

your children may live.
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The right direction! (15 minutes)Opening Activity

(Have the arrows placed on the floor in different 

directions. As the children arrive ask them to 

choose an arrow and lie on top of it with their 

heads as the point. Encourage them to make an 

arrow shape with their arms. Once they have 

completed this, they take their seats.)

 

What can we learn from this game?

It is a great treasure when you find the direction God is taking your life in.

 (4 minutes)Rules

(Go through the rules of your class to set the boundaries for your kids to have FUN!!!!!!)

 (2 minutes)Opening Prayer

 (5 minutes)Getting Started

Girls and boys, how many of your parents have got a 

GPS in their cars? (Wait for response.)

A GPS is used to help us find a place, it is there to 

give us direction. It is important to know where you 

are going. How many of you have ever been lost? 

(Wait for response.) That is a horrible feeling. No one likes to feel lost. (Hold up cardboard GPS) 

This reminds me about life, some people have direction for their lives and some don’t. The GPS 

we are using today is God’s own GPS  = God’s Plans Shown. When we use God’s GPS we will have 

success in our lives and we will have direction, we will know where we are going. Sometimes we 

think that the shortest route is the best route BUT when we are directed by God we will go places 

and do great things. Our Key Point today is a question: What direction is your life going in?

 (20 minutes)Praise and Worship

This is the time where the kids connect with God through fun songs and enter into His gates with 

thanksgiving. As teachers you need to be praising God too, so that the children can follow your 

amazing example.

Aim right! (10 minutes – including collection)Offering

(Hold up the “bow and arrow”.)

What is God telling you to give this year? (Wait 

for response) What are you aiming for? (Wait for 

response, as you wait pretend to aim the arrow.) 

If I had to use this “bow and arrow” I would have to 

decide what direction I wanted to shoot it in and 

then carefully take aim and shoot. We need to go before God in prayer and ask Him for direction 

in all areas of our lives including our giving. It could be money, time or friendship that you want 

to give. Are you aiming in the right direction? Before you put your money in the offering bucket 

today, let’s be silent for a moment and ask God to give us direction this year, as we give.  

(Allow for a few moments of silence so that the kids can do this, then pray over the  

offering as it is collected.)

Luminous cardboard arrow shapes.  

What you need

Place the arrow shapes on the floor in the class 

going in different directions.

Preparation

GPS (God’s Plans Shown) - this can be made out 

of cardboard to replicate a car’s GPS.

Preparation

Plastic “bow and arrow” (make sure the 

arrow is safe and does not have a sharp point, 

perhaps a suction arrow.)

What you need
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 (10 minutes)Word Whiz

Deuteronomy 30:19

I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your 

children may live.

(Ask the children to look under their chairs, if 

they have an arrow under it they must come to 

the front. When all the arrows have been found 

encourage the children to arrange them in the 

correct order to complete the verse. Once the 

verse is complete all the arrows should point to 

the GPS.) 

 

Boys and girls, this verse points to God’s plan (Point to the GPS). It shows us that God wants us to 

choose life. How do we do that? (Wait for response.) We do that by making wise choices when 

we choose friends and when we choose things we want to do. We make those wise choices by 

knowing what God says in the Bible and by listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit inside of us. 

God’s plan for you (15 minutes)Main Lesson

Jeremiah 29:11 

(These circles should form a target once they 

have been put on top of each other.) Children, God 

has a special plan for your life. Open up your Bibles 

and find Jeremiah 29:11. (Point to it on the book 

shelf and ask one of the children to come up and 

read it if they can.) Wow! This verse tells us that 

God has a special plan for our lives. You might think 

that the world (stick the largest BLUE circle on the 

board or wall) is so BIG that God does not know 

about you, BUT He does because He wants to see ALL 

mankind saved and He has a special plan for you.

That means He knows that you live in South Africa, 

He planned long ago that you would be born in this 

awesome country (stick the next GREEN circle 

on top of the blue circle.) Where do you live in South Africa? (Wait for response.) That’s right 

most of us live in Gauteng (JHB) (place the YELLOW circle on top of the green circle), it is a big 

city. Our church is in this city and God has a special plan for our church, yes, He has a special plan 

for you in our church. Mmm now more specifically, where do you live? (Wait for response.) Did 

you know that God knows your address – yes that’s right He knows where you live! (Place RED 

circle on top of the yellow circle.) He also knows the family you were born into, He has a special 

plan for you and your family. (Place the BLACK circle on top of the red circle.) All these circles 

together like this remind me of a target that you can shoot at. God has targeted your life for a 

special purpose, make sure you stay in the right direction. You do that by staying close to Him. And 

that we do by reading the Bible, praying and even coming to our great church. God knows how 

many hairs are on your head, yip, the Bible says so. Never forget that you are special and God has 

an awesome plan for your life. So I want to ask you a question: What direction is your life going in?

Cardboard arrows with parts of the Word Whiz 

printed on them, the GPS used in the “Getting 

started”, prestik. 

What you need

Stick the arrows under random chairs or place 

them on the walls around the class, if you 

don’t have chairs, have the GPS stuck on the 

board or somewhere so that the arrows can 

point to it. 

Preparation

Five cardboard circles, ranging from large to 

small, each being a different colour – Blue, 

green, yellow, red and black for the bulls eye, 

Bible Book Shelf, prestik.

What you need

1st big circle BLUE – represent map of  

 the world.

2nd circle GREEN – represent South  

 Africa.

3rd circle YELLOW – represent City  

 (JHB).

4th circle   RED – represent street.

5th circle smallest  BLACK – house address.

Preparation
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 (10 minutes)Life Application

We are talking about direction today. I am looking 

for two volunteers to see if they can fly these two 

sheets of paper in different directions, without 

folding them at all! (Encourage two children to 

come forward. Give them each a sheet of paper and encourage them to fly the paper in 

different directions. ) 

My goodness, that doesn’t go very far!  (Using another piece of paper, shape it into an 

aeroplane.) Girls and boys, when we give our life to God, He will shape it and help to shoot it in 

the right direction (shoot aeroplane into the air). 

We need to pray and ask God for the direction He wants our lives to go in. Let’s pray right now. 

(Pray with the children, use this prayer as a guide: Dear God, thank You for knowing us so 

well that You only want the best for us. Help us to go in the right direction You have for us, 

amen.)

The sign is up! (10 minutes)Salvation

(Show the children the road sign for the day.)

Look at our road sign – it has a lot of arrows on it. 

This is a sign you would find on a highway, helping 

you to find the direction you want to go in. These 

arrows are showing different ways you can go, they are pointing in all different directions.  For 

you to go in the right direction you first need to ask Jesus into your life so that He can direct you. 

Have you asked Jesus into your life? 

(Give the children the opportunity to lift their hands to receive Jesus as their personal Lord 

and Saviour. Call them to the front and pray with them. This is a special time; encourage 

them as they take the first steps on their journey to knowing Jesus.)

Pray this with the kids:

Dear Jesus, Thank You so much for dying on the cross to forgive us of our sins. I know that You 

died for me, to set me free. I ask you to forgive me and come and make my heart Your home. I 

believe You are now Lord of my life. I love You Lord! Amen!

(Hand out the salvation cards for the kids to take home and start their great adventure 

with God.) 

One last time before we go, let’s say our Key Point:  What direction is your life going in?

 (5 minutes)Tip Top Quiz

(The Tip Top Quiz is a fun addition to our lesson 

each week. This is to be done at the end, as a fun 

way to re-cap on the lesson. It is hosted by the 

Quiz Master. He or she is a dynamic, enthusiastic 

character who wears a construction hat and a reflective jacket. He/She desires that the  

kids find their space in God’s plan. The questions will be displayed on PowerPoint or  

A3 cardboard. 

A few A4 sheets of paper.

What you need

Road sign for the day.

What you need

PowerPoint, or questions on A3 cardboard.

What you need
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The choices can be displayed for all to see and then the kids can shout out which one they 

think is the correct answer. The kids can then do a drum roll and the correct answer can 

show.)

Questions:

1. What is the great treasure?

 a.  An arrow           b.  Gold           c.  God directing your life  

 (Correct Answer: c. God directing your life, as discussed in the Opening Activity.)

2, What does GPS stand for?

 a.  Great purple socks           b.  God’s Plan Shown           c.  God’s Purpose Shown

 (Correct Answer: b. God’s Plan Shown, as discussed in the Getting Started.)

3. What is the Word Whiz scripture?

 a.  Deuteronomy 30:19           b.  Deuteronomy  30:9           c.  Deuteronomy 30:29

 (Correct Answer: a. Deuteronomy 30:19, as discussed in the Word Whiz.)

4. Which scripture did we use in the Main Lesson?

 a.  Jeremiah 29:10           b.  Jeremiah 29:11           c.  Jeremiah 29:12   

 (Correct Answer: b. Jeremiah 29:11, as discussed in the Main Lesson.)

5. What did the circles in the Main Lesson remind us of?

 a.  A target           b.  A tray           c.  A hat  

 (Correct Answer:  a. A target, as discussed in the Main Lesson.)         

Boys and girls when we allow God to direct us, He will make sure we go in the right direction and 

get us to where we are going.

(Remember to end the Tip Top Quiz off properly with the Quiz Master saying goodbye to 

the kids and promising to return next week).

 (2 minutes)Closing Prayer


